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Britain ®c overseas military oc 5 niraitifientS|> some btnrdensame and 
some only potentially costly* are oi* several types s 



(1) 

Those natural to a modem colonial power* the 
defense of its dependent torritoriee from 
external aggression and internal disorder^ 


(2) 

Those set out explici-tly in treaties or 
agreerasnts* Involving defense giiarantees* 
the supply of oveas- and/or training nissions^ 

V 

(3) 

Those iii^>lioit In Britain® s Gcsmonwealth and 
general defense policies j and 


(4) 

Oocui^tional responsibilities © 


^»ithia these geneiral types there is overlapping^ For examplOj^ by 
treaty the UK is boimd to defend Sgypt and en joys the right to maintain 
troops and bases there j but a ooramitiQeat to defend the Middle East frcm 
external aggression* to maintain a condition of stability there, and 
to control the Mediterraneaa^ues Canal*-Red ^ea life-line" is irpllcit 
in Britain*^ s Comonwealth and general defense policies e Similar oon» 
sideraticns apply to Xra^o As another exan^le* Gibraltar woxild be 
defended as a dependent territory* but it would also be defended for 
reasons ioplioit in the Cosnsaaowealth and defense policies « It is 
apparent* therefore* that although for convenience and organization 
British oonsnitmonts sure broken doT«n into categories* laaany of them fit 
more than one® 

To a ep-ioe these oosnriitiaents British forces are disposed across 
ihe world* according to British "Estimates of the Situation" and tlie 
availability of bases® 


f * See Tab A for tJfie disposition of UK forces 


^ lid'te « Ihia meimorandum hag not been coordinated with tixe intelligence 
oi^anizations of the ^epor'tesents of State* Arr^y* Navy* and the 
Air Force® 
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The X^ependent Territories 

Britain® s defense oonsaitsaents inolud© ail the parts of the \ 1 rid 0 spread 
dependent Efeipire® The inajorily of these parts ^ howenrer^ require no 
positive defense efforts or only token forces (for "the colonlaB 

in the Vifestorn Hemisphere, tiie Pacific Islands^ Aden)© 

Some British dependencies, though more or less stable and not in 
jeopardy from aggression, are strategically situatedi they must be kept 
prepared for defense end maintained as air, naval, and/or army bases© 

In some oases their local econosnios must be supported by annual grants^' 
in-aid (subsidies)© Included in this group are Gibraltar, Malta, Cypnia, 
and Bijagaporej and Kenya as the site of a la 3 rge supply depot© The 
British military investment in each is heavy* They are all important 
militarily, thougji for some the degree may fluctuate in i*elatiotnship 
to thf/ availability to British forces of 13gypt and Cyrenaica (see b0lmr)o 

Tto dep0ndeno5.0S at present i‘equir© relatively large C(^ 7 iitraontSo 
Some 37,600 amsy troops (including colcjnial troops’) are disposed in 
Malaya on active operations, togetiier with supporting air and naval 
forces, to put down Insurrecticsn© '^orm 16,000 troops, witti supporting . 
air and naval elements, are disposed at Hong Ko:ag to cope with the 
Chinese Comimmist tiireat to that colony^ this foroe is continuing to 
be inoreasedo 

Treatleg and Agraemantg 

Britain® s treaty obligations (and advantages) are* numaroxis® 

Some are 00 s tly^ some only potentially so® Seme are overlapping© 

(1) ITie North Atlantio Trenl^ 

By the terms of this pact die UK is committed militarily 
according to the folloxfliig terms g 

Artiole V Tlie parties ag:*^© that an ariasd attack 
against one or more of tliexi in Surope or 
Korth America shall be considered an 
attack against tliem all and consequently they agree 
that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, 
in exercise of the right of individual or oollectiv© 
self-defense recognised by Article 51 of the Charter 
of the United IJaticsns, will assist the party or parties 
so attacked by taking foriilwith, individually and in 
concert with the other parties, such action as it deems 
necessar^’^, including t^ie use of armed force, "bo res tore 
and maintain the security of tli© NortFi Atlantic area® 

Ai^ suesh aimed attack and all measures taken as a 
result thereof shall iioracGiately be reported to the 
Security Councils S^oh measures shall be termlnatad 
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v&ien the Security Council has taken tlie laeasures necessary 
to restore and maintain iritemational peace and security© 

The explication of Britain’s obligations under the MT is in its 
initial stages* It may be notable^ hoxvever, that of ttie five regional 
planning groups set up, the UK is a full and pesE’manent member of four «« 
more than any other state® (The US is a permanent member of only 
of them at present, though it is associated with each of tlie otl^ier 
three in a non-nmember role® ) 

In this connection, though antedati^ tlie UA.T organization, the 
UK has maintained two large military staffs in ihe US apart from the 
senrioe attaches* One is known as the Joint Sei^vioas Mission, 
reporting to the Ministry of Supply, and the other supports the British 
element of the Combined Chiefs of Staff* 

(2 ) Five-Power Treaty of Vies tern Union (Brussels Treaty) (1948) 

Britain is coramitted militarily according to the following 

terms s 

Article IV If any of the high contracting parties should 
be the object of an armed attack in Europe, 
ihe other high contracting parties will, in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 51 of the Oiarter 
of the United Nations, afford the party so attacked all 
the military and other aid and assistance in their power© 

Under the terms of the Treaty the UK has committed itself to a 
centralized supreme CGraraand, to an Sntegi^ated staff organization, to 
the manning of a defense line east of France end the Bonelux countries, 
to Increased production of military equipment, and to other cooperative 
measures involving equipment, training, and the assuirqption of the mjor 
share of administrative costs of the organization in London and 
Fontainebleau© 

(^) *3119 Anglo«»Frenoh Treaty of Punkirk (1947) 

This pact oomraits the UK and Prance to take such action as 
necessary to put an end to any threat to the security of either of 
them ”arising from the adoption by Germanj^ of a policy of aggression 
or from action bjr Germany to facilitate such a policy’’® 

(^) Anglo-Portuguese Treaties 

There are eight treaties and a Secret declaration covering 
a period from 1373 to 1899, Hie most important beings 
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(a) Treaty of 1661 \-ihich binds His Majesty to ”t8j^ 
tiie interest of Portugal and all its dominions to heart, defending tSie 
same ^rith his utmost poi//ar by sea and land, even as England it self 
and further to send troops for the purpose and ships alsoo 

Thougli an annexed Secret Article binds His Majesty to defend and 
protect all conquests or colonies belonging to the Grown of Portgual 
against all his enemies, as \vell fu-feire as present”, it is expected 
that the TO will refuse to defend Portuguese !iacao in the event of 
attack on tlie latter by the Chinese CanmanistSo 

(b) Secret Oeolsiraticm of 1839 In v/hioh both parties 
oonf ina the Secret Article of 1661o 

(5) The AnglO"* Jordan Treaty (1948) 

In substance this treaty commits the two parties to the 

following s 

(a) Should either party be engaged in war, the other 
party Td.ll come to its aid* In the event of imrainont menace of liosti- 
lities the parties will Immediately conoort together on the necessary 
measures of defense, 

(b) In ©vent of either party being engaged in war or 
menaced by hostilities, each will invite the oidier to bring to his 
territory, or territory controlled by him, all necessary force of arms, 

(o) The King of Jordan will safeguard, maintain and 
develop airfields, roads, ports, etc, in and across Jordan as may 
be required, and will call upon the British for assistance as may be 
required, 

(d) The King of Jordan invites the British to maintain 
units of the Royal Air Force at Amman and J^afrak airfields. The King 
of Jordan will provide all necessas^r faoilitaeso 

(e) Britain offers appropriate facilities in the UK for 
training the armed forces of Jordan, Britain will mke available 

operational units to engage in joint training opo rations, Britain will 
provide on request any British service personnel vAioste services are 
required to insure milii^ry efficiency of Jordanian forcos, Britain 
will afford military instruction to Jordanian officers and provide arms, 
armnunltion, equipment, aircraft, etc, 

(f ) As long as the treaty is in force Britain will, 

in accordance Trith arrangements agreed upon, annually afford financial 
assistance to Jordan to enable it to carry out obligations under^takeno 
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(Note* For fiscal year 49-50 tliia financial assistance anounts to £3*5 
Mlliou} 


(6) Tlie Anglo-Ssyptlan Treaty (1936) 

In substance this treaty coraraits the two parties to the 

following I 


(a) Should either party bocorao engaged in war, the 
otiier will iim/iediately came to his aid in the capacity of an ally* 

(b) The aid of the King of Bgypt, in event of iianinent 
menace of war or apprehended international emergency, will consist in 
furnishing the UK on Egyptian territory all facilities and assistance 
in his power, including use of ports, aerodromes, and means of 
oommunioatiozu 


(c) t&itil such time as parties agree that ^yptian 
Army is in position to protect Sues Canal, King of Egypt auliiorises 
UK to station forces in specified zones around Canal* 

(d) T7ithout prejudice to (a) above, UK troops in Canal 
Zone jaay not exceed 10,000 land forces and 400 pilots together with 
neoesssury ancillary personnel for administrative^ and technical duties. 
These numbers do not include civilian persarniDl, 

(e) Egyptians will provide wiien necessary reasonable 
means of oomnmnication and access to and frcHa localities wiiere British 
forces are situated and will also accord facilities at Port 3aid and 
Sue* for leuading and storage of matorials and supplies for British 
forces, including maintenance of small detachment of British forces 

in those porta to handle and guard this nuiterial and these supplies 
in transit. 

Though Egypt has denounced this Treaiy, the UK oonsidors it still 
in effect and remins hopeful that a new Treaty containing terms reason- 
ably satisfactory to British requironents will eventually be concluded 
when Egypt ^8 postwar xenophobia has died down. It is notable in this 
oonneotion that Egy^>t; is no longer pressing the UK to remove or reduce 
its forces in Eg:i/pt even though theljr present strength there is about 
three times that specified in the old Treaty as tiie upper limit. An 
RAF training mission continues to be active witli the Royal Egyptian 
Air Force, 


(7) The Anglo-Iraqi Ti*ea1y (1932) 

In substance tiiis treaty ccnsaits the 'swo parties to the 

following I 


(a) Should either the parties become engaged in %mr, 
the other party will Immediately come to its aid in the capacity of an 
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ally© In ©vent of imminent menace of war th© parties will immediately 
concert togeiiior regarding necessary measures of defensoo 

(b) Tlri© King of Iraq will give the TJK two air bases 

at or in the Tioinity of Basra (Shaiba) and to th© west of the Euphrates 
(Habbaniya)o The King of Iraq autliorizes the UK to maintain forces 
on Iraq territory at those points © strength of these forces shall 

be determined by the UK from time to time after consultation with 
the King of Iraqo 

(c) The UK .irnder takes to grants vdienever may be required 
by the King of Iraq„ all possible facilities in Ihe following matters# 
cost of Tdiich vfill be met by the King of Iraq* 

iX naval# military and aeronautical instruction 
to Iraqi officers in the UK 

ifi 

ii) provision of arras# aramxmition# equipment# 
ships and aeroplanes of latest available 
pattern for forces of Iraq 

iii) provision of British naval# military and 
air force officers to serve in advisory 
capacity to the forces of Iraq 

(8) The Treaty of Mutual Assistance between Britain# France 
and Turkey (1959^ ' 

Tn substance the provisions of this treaty are as follows t 

(a) In the event of Turkey being involved in hostilities 
with a European power because of aggression of that power against Turkey# 
Britain and France will cooperate effectively with Turkey and will lend 
her all aid and assistance in Iheir povirere 

(b) In the event of an act of aggression by a European 
powrer leading to war in tlie Mediterranean area in which France and the 
UK are involved# Turkey will cooperate effectively vfith France and the 
UK and will lend them all aid and assistance in her power® In the. 
event of an act of aggression in ihe liediterranean in idiich Turkey 

is involved# France and the UK \7ill collaborate effectively with Turkey© 

(o) In the event of Prance and the UK being involved 
in hostilities with a European poa^/or in consequence of aggression comitted 
by tJiat po\irer against those poiirers in an area other than tlie Mediterranean# 
tiie parties will iimiediately consult together® nevertheless# it is agreed 
that in such eventuality Turkey will observe at least a benevolent neutrality 
toward France and the UK© 
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(d) In tile ©vent of i) as^^resslon by a European ^ovier 
against aaoliier European state Aosc government on© of the parties had^ 
with the approval of that state, undertaken to assist in maintaining 
independenc© or neutr*ality against suoh aggression; or ii) aggression 
by a European power which, ishile directed against another European 
state, constituted in the opinion of on© of the^ governments of the 
parties a menao© to its own security, the parties will imiEediately 
consult together with a view to such ooiiimon action as miglit be considered 
effective « 

■ / 

^0 AngXo^reek Agreement (1944) 

The presence of British troops in Greece was first fonaalized 
by the above agreement » Tliis invitation to the British forces to continue 
in Greece has been reaff irasd by succeeding Greek GovemmentSo The UK 
maintains a brigade of about 3,000 troops based in Greece® In addition, 
the British have three service missions, milittry, air and naval, 
engaged in training and re-equipping the Greek armed forces® (The 
British also maintain a Police and Prisons Mission for training purposes)® 
Since the American Military Aid to Greece mission began to opejrate 
in 1947, the US and UK missions have worked jointly and closely® 


(10 ) The Anglo-Burmese Befenae Agreement (1947) 

This agreement provides i 

(a) for til© evacuation of all British troops froa Burma 
immediately after Burma becomes independent (Jan 1948); 

(b) for the transfer to Burma cf airfields, naval 
vessels, fixed Array and llAP establishments and initial equipment for 
the Burmese Array; 

(o) for the establishment; of a Haval, Military and Air 
Force Mission for instructional and advisory purposes wiiii the condition 
that the govomraent of Bimaa will not aooept such a mission from guay 
government outside of ihe British Gcsranionwealth; 


(d) for British contribution of financial and technioal 
assistance in maintaining specified airfields; 

(©) for the extending of all reasonable British facilities 
for purchase by the government of Burma of war mterial; 

(f) for ships of ©itlior Navy to have the right of entry 
into ports of the other party upon direct notification betiveen their 
respective naval authorities on the spot; 

(g) for military aircraft of either party to have the 
right, upon customary peace-time direct notification between the respective 
air authorities, to fly over tli© territories of the other, and to enjoy 
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staging facilities at airfields agreed upon© 

(h) for the gaverniaeat of Burma to afford all reasonable 
assistance includiaig facilities of access and entry into Burma by air, 
lend and sea, to British forces bringing help and support to Burma by 
agreement with the government of Buma or to any part of the Commonwealth 
by agreement with the govemment of Burma and with Ihe government of that 
part of the Conimonw 0 al*t 3 i{ 

(i) for the opening of fresh negotiations by either party 
with the other on any matter within the defense sphere, such negotiations, 
except by agreement, not to affect obligations under this agreement. 

(11) The Anglo-Kthiopien Agreement (1944) 

This agreement, although supposed to expire in 1946, has been 
extended indefinitely pending the disposition of the Italian colonies© 
Article VI provides for the establishment of a British Military Mission 
in Ethiopia to r eorganisa and train tlie Ethiopian 

(12) Anglo«»3iam0se Mil5.tary Relations 

There is no formal military agreement between Siam and the 
TO© Britain enjoys, however, especially close relations with Siam 
and provides speoial facilities to the Siamese auoh as the training 
of Siamese officers in the UK and Malaya, and the provision of aims and 
supplies© The British Military Attache in Bangkok serves as military 
adviser to the Siamese Annyo Local agreements have been concluded 
between Siamese end Malayan authorities permitting the passage of border 
patrols over the national boundary and providing for exchange of in- 
formation in efforts to deal with disorders in the Malaya*Siam border 
area© 

) Anglo<»Saudi Arabian Military Relations 

The UK maintains a Military Training Mission in Saudi Arabia© 

In addition it provides a Civil Air Training Mission, and the HAF has 
shown interest irx surveying the area for airfield sites© 

Commanwealth and G-eneral Uefonsa Policies 


ft® Commonwealth Policies 


Britain’s Commonwealth and general defense policies contain 
implied military oaramitTients not expressed in contractual or treaty relatiozMi 
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(except in the case of Ceylon’**)© 

So far as the Oonnanwealth is oonoemod^ it may be assumed that 
the UK would participate in the defense of any of the %ttinions made 
the object of aggression by a ncsn-Commonwealth poiTer© Though varying 
in degree, Domliiion by Domlaion^r the UK*3 military and strategic re- 
lations with the other Commonwealth nations are close © There is In*^ 
terohange of certain intelligence^ and in some ocises a division of 
Intelligence wor^© The UK is the source of much of the others’ equipment. 
Since the war, the UK has encouraged the Ucmin5,ons to enlarge their 
armed services and assume greater defense responsibilities© The UK 
provides technical and general training facilities and advisory services. 
Two of Britain’s major naval bases, Trincoioalee (Ceylon) and Simons town ' 
(South Africa) are leased from the dominions and maintained by the Royal 
Navy, Technical control of ihe Ceylonese forces is practically in 
British hands , British officers serve in and advise the Indian and the 
Pakistan forces on contract, Uaw ^ealemd looks to the UK for tochnical 
military guidance, Canada and Australia are on the most Intimate 
military terras wilh the UK forces, and the UK la oanying out joint 
research and development projects with eacho Por political reasons, 
military relations with ^outh Africa are currently less cordial© 

b^ General Defense Folioies 

Britain’s over-all defense policies also contain implied 
military commitments, based on ihe mission of the arraed forces t 
l,e,, to insure the security of the UK, the dependent empire, and 
British interests overseas i and to take the leading part in insuring 
■the seouri'ty of Imperial communications. The Hiddle East, in Bri'fcish 
thinking, falls within these terms© As the locus of gigantic British 
investments, the source of essential oil supplies, a center of imperial 
comraunioations, and the sole Eurasian-Afrioan land bridge, ihe Middle 
Bast \w)uld be defended at any cost by the British against' aggression 
by an ex'bemal power, (The British have encouraged US participation 
in Middle East defense planning), Britain’s strategic planners 


★ The Anglo-Ceylonese Defense Agreement (1947) provides that (1) The 
two goveminents will give each other suoh rallitaiy assistance for the 
security of their territories, for defense against external aggression, 
and for the protection of essential oomunioationB as it may be in 
their rau'tual interest to provide} (2) The UK may base suoh na'val 
and air forces, and maintain such land forces in Ceylon as may be 
required for ■these purposes and eus may be mitually agreed} (3; The 
Government of Ceylon will grant tiie UK all the necessary facilities,, ,« 
Those, •©•will include 1die use of naval and air bases and ports ^d 
mili’tary establishments and -the use of telecommunications facilities} 
(4) The UK v/ill aid in training and development of Ceylonese armed 
forces} (6) joint administrati*v9 machinery will be established to 
implement -this cooperation and to coordinabm the defense requirements © 
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subordinate the area only to the homo defejisa son©; they view a Soviet 
menace to the Middle Hast as a tiireat to Britain national security 
as dangerous as any similar throat to T/ostem Kiorope^ "tiiey consider 
that the loss of the Middle I3ast \vould endanger the Independence of 
Ba^istan^ India^^ Ceylon and Southeast Asia and -^ould probably permanently 
ed^feot the world balance«of-pa^rer botv5oen the USSR and the "%st* The 
British wDuldp therefore, react vigorously to any threat to this a rea^ 
regardless of whether a treaty relationship existed requiring aotioHo 

Also embedded in Britain *s defense policies is the giving of 
military aid and ad.vjice to nations expected to be al lies in event of 
war© It follows from this that the UK has special relations, not 
always reflected in explicit treaties or general agreements, vrtih the 
nun^rous countries itiich use British Tables of Organization and 
equipment© Special technical missions to these countries have been 
fairly frequent, and their specialists attend military schools in 
ih© UK© Apart from the ^^oumiom-voalth, several countries of Western 
Europe and Scandinavia were the beaeficaries after the war of surplus 
British equipment, including ships, aircraft, and anay supplies# 

All the countries of the Middle East periodically seek military favors 
from the UK and minor po'bentates have for long received politiooi^ 
military subventionso Siam and Dimaa are like^-alae applicants for 
military faTrors© Argentina’s ptirchase of British aircraft led to ihe 
establishment in Argentina of a technical advisory mission, reportedly 
on a two-year oontracto 

Occupational Responsibilities 

British forces have occupatloiml missions in Crenaany, Austria, 
Trieste, and the Italian colonies © More than 2(1^ of the British Array 
forces are so committed© 

(1) Germany 

The UK occupies and administers an area of 32,700 square miles 
in northwest Oermany in a ocordanoe with the a greement reached by the 
^^iropean Advisory Commission (a body set up at ^iie Moscow Conference 
of 1943 and including representatives of the US^ the USSR^ the UK, 
and Fx^oe) and approved by the four governments in 1945© No limit 
was set on the numbers of troops, and though tht later Potsdam agree- 
ment sot out the main purposes of tlio occupation of Corraary, it made 
no provision for its termination© 

(2) Austria 

The UK ocoupieo and administers the Southern zone of Austria 
in accordance \7ith the agreement reached by the European Advisory Cora. 
mission and approved by tlio four governiaonts in 1945© Uo limit was 
set on the numbers of troops© The termination cf the occupation de* 
pends on the terras of tlie Austrian Peace Treaty© Though still undor 
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negotiation^ one agreed article specifies the v/ithdrawal of troops 
within 90 days after ratification by the occupation gcnremmentSo 

(3) Trieste 

the Italian Peace Treaty called for a short ^tena military 
occupation of the Fi^ee Territory of Trieste until the appoinisnent of a 
governor under the Security Counoile Tlie treaty provides that 
troops in the PTT shall not exceed 5,000 eacsh for the UK, US and Yugo- 
slavla» Vdlien a governor is appointed, those troops shall be at his 
disposal for a period of 90 days after his assumption of office, after 
which they will cease to be at his disposal and 'ifill be withdrawn 
within a further period of 45 days, tmless tlie governor advises the 
Security Council that some or all of (iie troops should not be \Trith.- 
drawn, in 'vdxioli case the troops required may remain xmtil not later 
than 45 days after Crovomor has advised the Securily Council tiiat the 
troops no longer needed for Internal seourityc 

( 4 ) The ex-Italian Colo;^i e8 

• 

The UK occupies and administers the ex-Ita?i.iaa colonies-- 
Libya, iSritrea, and Italian Soinali?jind— by the terms of tiie Italian 
Peace Ti^a^, pending their final disposal© Their disposal rests 
witli the General Assemblyi the British will retain ihelr responsl- 
bilities until the General Asseiubly reaches a decisiono 

The civil responsibilities have been a financial burden to the 
Britiaho They I'lave been concerned for some time to relinquish their 
responsibilities in respect of Somaliland, ii^ritrea, and the provinces 
of Libya excepting Cyrenaioa© C^/renaioa plays a part in the pattern 
of Britain's strategic planning for Iliddle Bast defeiise© The British 
expect to conclude a satisfactory defense Troatj/ witli its ruler, \dien 
Cyrenaion becomes independent and to maintain permanent bases ihere© 
Meanwhile, they have an xmderstanding with tlie .itiair, and raa;\" already 
have begian ralhor substantial constrixctional work® 
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British Array and British Colonials s Bstisriatecl 

Disposition as of 1 October 

Area 

UK Troops 

Colonials* 

Ihiitad Kingdom 

224e»000 

300 

Oennany 

57,000 

- 

Austria 

6,300 

- 

Trieste 

4,500 

- 

Gibraltar 

3*300 

- 

Ii^alta 

i,400 

1,500 

Greece 

4,700 

“ 

Cyprus 

1,900 

300 

Libya 

14,000 

3,000 

Egypt 

27,000 

8,600 

Sudan and Eritrea 

2,100 

- 

East Africa 

7,500 

26,000 

17est Africa 

1,700 

14,600 

Aden 

100 

- 

Jordan 

1,500 

- 

Malaya 

17,600 

20,000 

Ceylon 

500 

- 

Hong Kong 

14,000 

2,100 

Caribbean 

950 

700 

India 

270 

- 

I^istan 

470 

- 

Miscellaneous 

4,510 


Total 

335,000 

73,000 

♦ As of 1 ‘^opteiaber 

.*12- 
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The Royal ITav ys Disposi b5,o n As He^orted^n 1 Sept oaiber 

The British fleet is euri^ntly ooiaposod of 5 battleships j, 6 air- 
craft-carriers ^ 3 liglit airct^d^t-carrierr?.^ Z hea^y omisers^ 24 light 
cruiserSi, 115 destroyers^ 65 subrnrinesj, ajid 1?2 escortse Oi* these 
the following are mintaDaned in operating conditions 




Hoiue Waters 


Mediterrfinean 

South Atlantic 

Horth Atlantic and 
West Indies 

Sast Indies 

Pacific 


g battleships 
2 aircraft-carriers 
t light aircraft-carriers 
S light cruisers 
31 destroyers 
22 submarines 
18 escorts 

4 light cruisers 
15 destroyers 

7 submarines 

8 escorts 

1 light cruiser 

2 escorts 


X 15-ght cruiser 

1 submarine 

2 escorts 

Z light cruisers 

3 escorts 


Z light aircraft-carriers 
1 heayy cinxiser 
Z light ciuiscra 
5 escorts 
4 destroyers 


A few destroyers and escorts ai^s liold 5,n rosenre on overseas 
stations I otherwise the bulk of the aon-operational ships are based 
on TJK ports ^ 
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The Royal Air Force > Plspoatloa As Reported Cta. 1 October 1949 


Home Based’*' 


Germany 


Medium Bosober Squadrons 
Light Bosiber Squadrons 
Day Fighter Squadrons 
Hi^t Fighter Squadrons 
General Haoazmaisaanoe 
Squadrons 

Ihoto Heoomxaissanoe 
Squadrons 

Transport Sqiiadrons 
Msteorologioal Squadrons 


Fighter Squadrcms 
Fighter/Hioto Recce 
Squadrons 

♦Light Bomber Squadrons 


Middle East Air Force 


Far Bast Air Force 


Fighter Squadrons ♦♦ 
Fighter Squadrons 
Filter Squadrons 
♦Li^t Bomber Squadrons 
♦Xdght Bomber Squadrons 
♦General Haooe Squadrons 
♦Photo Recce Sqmdrons 
♦Transport Squadrons 


Fighter Squadrons 
Fighter Squadrons 
♦Light Bomber Squadroiis 
♦General Recce Squadrons 
♦General Recoe Squadrons 
•General Re oca Squadrono 
♦ihoto Recce Squadron 
♦Transport Squadrons 


22 

Z 

18 

S 


4 

15 


(X-Horlhern Irel^a^ 
(l-Gibraltar 


1 

4 


Egypt 

Cyprus 

Malta 

Aden 

Iraq 

Malta 

Egypt 

Bigypt 


4 Kong Kong 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


]^laya 
Malaya 
Ceylon 
Hong Kong 
Malaya 
Malaya 
J4slaya 


— p 




Reoon» 

transport; t»i«dU 



‘oaaber 

Bomber 

Fif^hter 

naissance 


aoa 


.1 

Tactical Vsxlta \ 

Aircraft in taoti«i 

18 

S 

24 

11 

15 

2 fits 

577 

.oal units 1 

120 

1 

40 

192 

95 

120 

10 


♦ Half strength (all home based mite are maintained at half strength) 
♦♦ On© squadron is half s tirength 
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Sub total of taotioal units outaida UK 



libdiuni 

Bomber 

TSSEF” 

Boaiber 

Fighter 

Reoon- 

naissanoe 

Trans- 

port^ 


Total 

Taotical Units 

« 

7 



8 

Sflts 

ST^flte 

Aircraft in 








taotioal tmits 

1 ; 


66 

216 

59 

64 

40 

436 


Royal Hfaval Aviation; Dispositloa As Reported on 1 October 1949 


Home Based 

Fighter Squadrons 

4 



Attach Sqmdrons 

4 


Uediterranean 

Fighter Sqiiadrans 

1 

Malta 


Attack Squadrons 

1 

LSalta 

Baoifio 

Fighter Squadrons 

1 

Hong Kong 


Attack Squadrons 

1 

Hong Kong 

Royal 

Naval Aircraft Strength and Types 





Attack 

Fighter 

Reoon- 

naissance 

Liaison 

Train- 

ing 

Misc 

Total 

Nutaber in tactical 
units 

m 

76 

w» 

ca 

«> 


148 

Total nuinber of 
aircraft 


788 

81 

24 

619 

65 

2,315 
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